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HENRI GHEON 






To those of us who come to know Gheon through the solid Catholicism 
of his plays, it seems incredible that at one time he had given up his 
religion because it was empty ritual. Actually, he returned to the prac- 
tice of his faith during the last war, and he commenced at the same time 
his extraordinary apostolate. We don't want to believe that this war 

has ended his apostolate, and with others we shall hope that rumors of 

his death are proved untrue. 

Drama Gheon considered his lifework. He wrote at least forty plays 
in ell and founded a company to act them + playing the part of a fat man 
himself when one was needed. His Compagnons de Notre Dame served gratu- 
itously, playing all over France - in barns or in fields or in theaters, 
He worked to make religion come alive for the rank and file Catholic. To 
quote Mr. Frank Sheed, “He took the Saints, the people in whom religion 
has come most fully alive and in whom, therefore, religion can be studied 
in action, in the living piece; and to treat the Saints, he chose drama, 
the most living art form." He succeeds in echoing the trustful faith of 
the mystery and miracle plays of the twelfth century and blending with it 
mirth and malice. Dr. Herbert M, Willging expleins his rare combination 
by saying Gheon's realism lives equitably and cheerfully in the company 
of faith, hope and charity. 

Because we have every desire to keep his art alive on our stages, 
we choose this time to emphasize his vitalizing force in Catholic a Naty 
(over 
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HENRI GHEON 
(Continued from Page 1) - 


If we haven't achieved Gheon's goal, 
whereby every parish will present on its 
Seint's Day, following the liturgical 
service, a play about the Saint in the 
perish hall or yard, we can find a con- 
spicuous spot in our programs for one of 
his dramas, farces, or children's plays 
in the near future. 

In New York French originals and 
Sheed and Ward translations are diffi~ 
cult, if not impossible to purchase. But 
we have found copies of some titles in 
public and private libraries, and in the 
absence of purchasable copies we see no 
alternative to self-made copies. Sheed 
and Werd does not control production 
rights, but Mr, Sheed is entirely in ac- 
cord with the copying procedure while 
the translations remain out of print. 
Groups producing these translations or 
the French originals, however, should set 
aside at time of production any royalties 
due M, Gheon or his foreign publishers 
for payment when communications may be 
resumed. 

Rosary College titles in the follow- 
ing list and "Old Wang," released by NCTC, 
are in stock. We hope to have copies of 
“The Sultan's Daughter" available soon. 
Royalties on these plays should be paid 
in the normal way. 


GHEON TITLES - = - TRANSLATIONS 
Sheed and Ward: ‘Three Plays (The Comedi- 
an, the Marvellous History of St,Bernard, 
The Marriage of St. Francis); Journey of 
the Three Kings; St. Germaine of the Wolf 
Country. 

Rosary College: Christmas on the Village 
Square; Puss in Boots. 

National Catholic Theater Conference: Old 
Weng; The Sultan's Daughter. 














FRENCH ORIGINALS (Incomplete ) 
La Farce du Pendu lu Dependu 
Adventures de Gilles 
Vie Profonde de Saint Francois d' Assise 
La Triomphe de Saint Thomas d'Aquin 
le Pauvre sous 1'Escalier 
le Ron Voyage ou le Mort a Cheval 
Les Trois Miracles de Seinte Cecile 
Saint Maurice ou L'Obeissance 
,le Mystere de la Messe 
‘le Pain 
L' Impromptu du Charcutier 
Les Contes de Perrault en Action pour 

Petits Acteurs 

La Triomphe de Notre Dame de Chartres 
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STAGING "THE COMEDIAN" | 
By Elle Mae McAteer rs , 


When the Catholic Theater Guild of 
Pittsburgh decided to produee Henri Ghe- 
on's "The Comedian," many problems pre- 
sented themselves, We all recognized  - 
that it was a great play, a really Cath-_ 
Olic play, but none of us had ever seen © 
it staged, the script had few if any di- 
rections, and the play itself was long 
and quite talky. 

Casting wes not too diffioult, and 
as we worked, the cheracters and the 
lines began to come alive. We were for- 
tunate in securing an able actor for the 
role of Genesius (he was, incidentally, 

a convert) and the success of the play 
was due in a large measure to his sincere 
and moving portrayal of the leading role. 

Guild members became authorities, af- 
ter much research, on Roman dress and 
manners; tunics, togas, and gowns were 
made or borrowed. Props consisted chief- 
ly of scrolls, scroll-holder, silver 
bowls, fans, fasces,. 

The first two acts, set in the re- 
hearsal room of the acting school, we 
played in drapes with an inner curtained 
platform upstage center. The steps pro- 
vided acting levels and playing areas. 

The lest act, the play within a play, 
set in the outdoor theater of Dionysius, 
was the most difficult part both in in- 
terpretation and staging. After discard- 
ing a number of possibilities, we finally 
decided to have the "stage" (consisting 
of a narrow platform with Roman pillars 
and three steps) upstage right, with semi- 
circular stone seats and benches for au- 
dience downstage left. Live crowd shouts 
were amplified by mob records, and for 
"Chorus" we used a verse choir of ten 
maidens. 

On the whole, the production was 
simply staged with colorful costumes and 
lights making up for lack of scenery. The 
lines of the play itself are so beautiful 
and so moving they carry the message. Al- 
though we thought it a trifle heavy for 
the ordinavy audience, the play was well 
received, ie aie ST 
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In Montreal Les Joueurs: de Saint Leu- 
rent -an outgrowth of JOC has presented 
practically all of Gheon's plays in the 
French originals....+A professor at Hunter 
College, N.Y., has prepared “'a Farce du 
Pendu Dependu" as a classroom text-with a. 
special recommendation; "Literally ‘teams, 5.° 
with locutions current today." We are re- 
assured by her addition: "Its eas is 
spark] ng and simp e,.” | 7 “04 





_—_ 


Society, brought to New York news of the 
enthusiastic reception by Montreal audi- 
ences of Loyola's recent “Career Angel" 
and pictures to prove the excellence of 
his scene-builders and cast. (All those 
moldings and wall columns were carved by 
a paint brush, ) 

Father Bryan found angelskin the ap- 
propriate material to costume Seraphim's 
Angel, who wore no head covering. Gray 
drapes at the French windows matched his 
costume and heightened his ethereal qual- 
ity on those all-important adits and ex- 
its. 


All in Deceniber Added to Pearl Harbor 
Day celebration at Academy of Holy An- 
ls were a Wer Bond Christmas Program, 
goal $20,000) December 10, and “Another 
Christmas" and "The Christmas Cerol” on 
December 20, 





KECA-Llos Angeles Radio Workshop of In- 
maculate Heart College is scheduling six 
dramatic broadcasts over KECA, Blue Net- 
work, during the school year, We'll have 
a report for you soon on television ex- 
periments made during Christmas week. 





From Iowa Sister Prudence of St.Angela 
Academy, Carroll, has selected “The Old 
ladies," an adaptation of the Hugh Wal- 
pole story, which calls for three women - 
and expert acting. 

Marycrest Players’ " Brief 
Music " was received with clamors for the 
invisible Jeff, heartthrob of two of the 
play's eight heroines. All eight were 
praised by college critics for their en- 
semble playing. Props, under Mise Mary 
Hope Humpheries, technical director, al- 
so came in for applause. Charles Costel- 
lo directed the all-girl comedy written 
by Emmet Lavery. 

Loras College Players Drama 
and Lecture Series introduces to Dubuque 
this month Andre Michalopoulos, Ambasse- 
dor Extraordinary from Greece to the U.S, 
That was program plenning last sumer! 
Meanwhile the Pleyers rest up after their 
stimulating adventure with "Skin of Our 
Teeth” in December. 


*e* * 
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Career Angel P.S. - Rev. Williem X. 
.. Bryan, t-, Director of Loyole Drematic 


St. Catherine's, Recine "Rip Van Winkle" 
on tour with thirty-five high school play- 
ers wes a gleeful experience for St. 
Catherine's Players. Sister Honora, 0.P. 
reports a radio workshop organized with 
forty eager members. Writing scrips on 
loca] high school activities is providing 
practice at the start. 


Little Theater, Spe Springfield 

or ege's e Theater scored an 
artistic and financial success with "Jun- 
ior Miss." Newspaper critics testify to 


‘the former: the report that box seat sale 


alone amounted to more than $1190 proves 
the latter. 


C.Y.0., Indiena St. John's C.Y.0,. Drama 
Club of Whiting, having negotiated "Sanc- 
tity" successfully last spring, ran thru 
three performances of “Letters to Lucerne’ 
this past November with no trouble. fhe, 
Junior Group is already rehearsing ‘Almost 
Summer" for January 21 production; 

Feb. 11 the Senior Group will present 
"ladies in Retirement;" and two more ma- 
jor productions will round out the season 


Detroit - Catholic Theater of Detroit 
opens "The Miser" January 21 for one 
week’s engagement. The Moliere classic, 
adapted by Walter Kerr, is Detroit's 
third production of the season. The Chil- 
dren's Stage has chosen "Crazy Cricket 
Farm" by Robert and Lillian Mesters for 
its Saturdey shows January 20 and Janu- 
ary 27th. 


Washington, D.C, St. Paul's Players 
sent us a copy of their newsletter "Spot- 
light, Jr." The Players, with a lengthy 
list of successes in their ten years his- 
tory, presented "Nine Girls" at the end 
of November. 





London Emmet Lavery's play on Cardinal 
Newman, “Second Spring," will be produced 
at Oxford this year on the 100th Anniver- 
sary of the conversion of Cardinal Newman. 
Newman Bookshop is sponsoring production. 
This is the second Lavery play scheduled , 
for England in 1945. Eugene Robert has 
concluded arrangements for a revivel of 
"The First Legion," which was originally 
produced by him et Dely's in 1957. 


Sister Mary Donatus, C,I.M,, has completed the all-girl adaptation of "Career Angel." 
Production by her Cue and Curtain Pleyers at Immaculeta College is dated January 18, 
Watch the Production Calender for news of the release of the script now in the hands 
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of Dramatists Play Service and Father Murrey for approbation, 





BROADWAY ARRIVALS 





A Bell for Adano = Most timely and mov- 
ing play, even finer than the book. Ex- 
cellently cast, 

Dear Ruth = Very amusing comedy pivoting 
on speed in which a couple can get mar- 
ried before a Justice of the Peace. 

Hand in Glove = Gruesome story of a Jack 
the Ripper and an idiot boy, softened by 
a very pleasing cast, 

On the Town = Well above average; enart 
and amusing elaboration of the ballet 
"Fancy Free." Three sailors on leave 
in New York, but quite different from 
"Follow the Girls." 

Perfect Marriage + Interminable dialogue 
between a husband and wife who decide 
not to separete. 

Sing Out Sweet Land = has a tremendous 
emount of charm and humor, with excel- 
lent singers. Enthusiastically we wel- 
come Mr. Kerr's and Catholic University's 
contribution via the Theater Guild. 
Sophie -»Inferior dramatization of the 
character sketches from New Yorker which 
give Madame Paxinou very little opportun- 
ity for her fine comedy. 

Trio-- Not a very good pley on a most 
malodorous theme, but it draws a strong 
moral. 




















CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 





Therese Marie Cuny closed her 1944 
drama classes at Academy of Our Lady 
with a performance of “Hansel and Gret- 
el1;" and at Loretto Academy, with "The 
legend of the Juggler." The latter was 
done in pantomine with narrative between 
scenes supplied by a verse choir of fif- 
ty voices. Glee club and organ provided 
background music for the pantomine, All 
scenery and costumes were designed and 
executed by the students. 

Mundelein College observed Christmas 
by a series of tableaux, during which the 
Glee Club sang Christmas carols. 

"Christmas on the Village Square” 
topped the Christmas Banquet at the Col- 
lege of St. Elizabeth, Convent, N.J.,and 
gave a splendid opportunity for audience 
participation in Christmas caroling. 
Members of the Dramatic Association were 
hostesses to His Excellency, Most Rev, 
Thomas H, McLaughlin, the faculty, and 
the student body of the college. 


REPORTING 





From Mother Margaret, 0.S,U., of New 
Rochelle's Props and Paint, comes: 
had a complete success with Catholic Uni- 
versity's version of ‘The Miser‘ - one 
of those perfect productions, rhythmic, 
with every move and gesture timed, and 
beautifully bewigged and costumed. Now to 
"Song of Bernadette'." 

From Sister M. Laurentina, R.S.M, ,we 
hear that the Children's Theater Group of 
Mercian Dramatic Club, Mount Mercy Academy 
Grand Rapids, presented "Wonders of Story- 


book Land,” taken from the magazine "Plays" 


and an adaptation of “Alice in Wonderland". 
Both in October, Underclassmen of the high 
school group carried the speaking parts in 
"The Legend of the Orb" in the Christmas 
program. 


"HOME IS THE HERO" 





Courtenay Savage, Executive Committee 
Member, is the author of the New York 
Blackfriars' comedy drama opening Jan. 18 
for three weeks run. Mr. Savage will 
come on from California for the debut. 

With smart dialogue and plenty of in- 
between comedy scenes the play spends its 
emphasis on the hero-husband returning to 
find a successful career-wife, One set, 
seven women (two middleeaged character 
women and five girls 1628) and four men, 
plus the theme make it ideal fare for 
adult theaters now. 


ROSARY COLLEGE AND GHEON 





Sister Mary Peter, 0.P., of Rosary 
College, hearing of our Gheon issue,wrote 
enthusiastically: ".,Be sure to include 
his play on the Mass among the dramas 
which he has written for use by choruses 
eee There are some of Gheon's children's 
plays which introduce a Catholic element 
delightfully." 

Special permission has been granted on a 
few occasion for production of some non- 
published translations by students, And 
Sister M. George, U.P.,wrote her Master's 
thesis on Gheon. 

NCTC first released five years ago evalu- 
ation sheets on Rosary's published "Fuss 
in Boots." Copies of the summary are 
still available for the asking. 











